
2020 Little Kids Summer Challenge
June 6-August 8

GOALS: Kids, ages 0-6 years, can participate in the Little Kids 
Summer Challenge. To successfully complete the Challenge, 
you must complete 20 of the activities.

REWARDS: When you complete the challenge, show your 
completed log to staff at the Kids & Teens Desk. You will 
receive one free book of your choosing and a chance at 
a grand prize drawing.

We believe that you can make a difference, your actions have 
an impact, and your voice matters. The activities in our summer 
challenge give you ways to have an impact in our community.

You can complete this challenge online and earn virtual badges 
for the books that you read and the activities you complete. 
Visit ippl.beanstack.com or download the app in your app store.

For a list of all summer classes and events, visit 
summer.ippl.info
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Be the Change 
 Compliment someone on their work (server, teacher, etc.).
 Start a recycling, composting, or clean-up project as a family.
 Visit a farmer’s market or community garden. Support local 
       food growers.
 Check in on someone you care about. Give them a call, video
       chat, or send them a letter.
 Donate something together. Talk about about the ways that 
       your family gives to others.

Read
 Spell out the title of a book, letter by letter, before reading it.
 Read a book about a culture or place different from yours.
 Bring a book with you while running errands. Let your child        
       explore the book in their own way as they sit in a car seat, 
       stroller, or shopping cart.
 Let your child take the lead when reading. Allow them to turn 
       the pages, point to pictures and words that stand out to them. 
       By handling the book themselves, they are developing print 
       awareness.
 After reading a book or watching a show, ask your child to recall
       what happened.

Sing
 Challenge your child to see who can make the silliest sound.
 Sing the ABC song in a new tune.
 Make up a simple song that helps you remember an important 
       lesson.
 Have a family dance party! Clap and stomp to whatever beat 
       you want.
 Listen to a different genre of music than you normally do. 
       Talk about what new sounds you hear.

Talk
 Think of a new place you would like to visit and talk about 
       what you might see there.
 Teach your child a positive affirmation they can repeat for 
       themselves. (ex: “I am loved” or “I can do it 

 Talk about how your food tastes at meal time. Is it salty? Sour?
       Delicious? How does it feel? Is it smooth? Mushy? Crunchy? 
       This will help your child develop new vocabulary.
 Use new vocabulary when playing in the bath. Talk about what 
       toys sink or float in the tub. Talk about how the water is clear 
       and the bubbles are foamy.
 Ask your child questions that require a choice. (Ex: Do you want 
       pancakes or eggs? Do you want to wear a blue or orange shirt?)

Write
 Take an art walk. Stop in a few different locations and draw 
       what you see on a pad of paper or with sidewalk chalk.
 Mix water and dirt to make mud! Practice writing letters and 
       numbers in the mud with your finger. (Babies can swirl their 
       fingers in baby food as an edible alternative)
 Look at the letters of the alphabet and talk about what shapes 
       you see in the letters. Recognizing shapes is a precursor to 
       recognizing letters.
 Have a Journal Day. Work with your child to recall and write 
       down what you did that morning, afternoon, and evening. 
       Encourage your child to write too, even if they just scribble.
 Many kids are drawing rainbows in their windows to share 
       a hopeful message with their neighbors. Draw a picture or write 
       a word that makes you feel hopeful about the future.

Play
 Build a fort at home and play pretend. Are you guarding a castle?
       Manning a space station? Camping in a cave? Where does your
       imagination take you?
 Play hide and seek with some of your favorite stuffed animals.
       Hide the toy somewhere in the home and give clues to help your 
       child find it.
 Play the ‘Alphabet Game’ and see how many words with the 
       same first letter that you and your child can say without 
       repeating.
 Sit on a blanket or towel and pretend it’s an airplane. Where 
       will you go?
 Have a picnic with friends or family.


